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1. Series circuits 

 

Imagine you have a string of Christmas lights, and they're all connected one after the other. This is 

like how devices are connected in a series circuit. In a series circuit, all the components, like light 

bulbs or other electrical devices, are connected one after the other in a single loop. This means 

that there's only one path for electricity to flow. 

Now, let's break down the key points of series circuits: 

1. One Path for Electricity: In a series circuit, there is only one way for the electricity to travel. 

It's like a single road with no side streets. 

2. Shared Electricity: The electricity has to pass through each component (like light bulbs) one 

by one. It's a bit like a relay race where each runner has to pass the baton to the next 

runner. 

3. Equal Current: The same amount of electrical current flows through all the components. 

This means that if you have two light bulbs in a series, they both get the same amount of 

electricity. If you add more light bulbs, the same current has to go through all of them. 

4. If One Goes Out: Here's an interesting thing about series circuits. If one of the light bulbs 

goes out, like it burns out or breaks, the entire circuit is broken. This is because there's only 

one path for the electricity, and if it can't go through one of the components, it can't get to 

the others. 

5. Dimming Effect: As you add more components (like more light bulbs) to a series circuit, it 

can make all of them a bit dimmer. This is because the same amount of electricity is trying 

to power all of them, so they don't shine as brightly as they would in a different type of 

circuit. 

So, in summary, a series circuit is like a single line of people passing something from one to the 

next, and if one person drops it, the whole line can't continue. It's a simple way to connect things 

in a circuit, but it has some limitations, like making all the devices a bit dimmer if you add more of 

them. 
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1. What is a series circuit, and how is it different from a parallel circuit? 

2. In a series circuit, how are the components (like light bulbs) connected? 

3. How many paths does electricity have in a series circuit? 

4. If you have three light bulbs connected in a series circuit and one of them burns out, what 

happens to the other two bulbs? 

5. In a series circuit, does each component get the same amount of current or a different 

amount? 

6. What happens to the brightness of light bulbs in a series circuit when you add more of 

them? 

7. Why do all the light bulbs in a series circuit have to be connected in a single loop? 

8. If you disconnect one of the components in a series circuit, what happens to the entire 

circuit? 

9. Can you give an example of a real-life device that uses a series circuit? 

10. What happens if you remove one component from a series circuit with multiple 

components? 

11. Is it possible to have a series circuit with just one component? Why or why not? 

12. How do you troubleshoot a series circuit if one of the components is not working? 

13. If you have a battery and three light bulbs in a series circuit, and you double the 

voltage of the battery, what happens to the brightness of the bulbs? 

14. What's the main advantage of using a series circuit in certain applications, and 

what's its main limitation? 
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2. Parallel circuits 

 

Imagine a Playground with Swings: 

Think of a playground with swings. In a parallel circuit, it's like having many swings side by side. 

Each swing can go up and down independently. The swings don't rely on each other. If one swing 

stops or slows down, the others keep swinging happily. 

Now, let's break down the key points of parallel circuits: 

1. Multiple Paths for Electricity: In a parallel circuit, there are several different pathways for 

electricity to travel, just like how each swing has its own rope to go up and down. 

2. Each Device Gets Full Power: Every electrical device, like light bulbs or toys, has its own 

direct connection to the power source. This means that each device gets all the electricity it 

needs and doesn't have to share with others. 

3. If One Stops, Others Keep Going: If one electrical device stops working, it won't affect the 

others. They keep working because they have their own separate paths for electricity, just 

like how one swing slowing down doesn't stop the others. 

4. Brighter Lights and Faster Devices: Because each device gets all the power it needs, things 

can be brighter (like lights) and work faster (like motors) in a parallel circuit. 

5. Used in Homes and Schools: You find parallel circuits in your home and school. For 

example, the electrical outlets in your home are connected in parallel, so you can plug in 

multiple devices without one affecting the others. 

In summary, a parallel circuit is like a playground with many swings, where each swing can go up 

and down without bothering the others. In a parallel circuit, every device has its own direct path 

for electricity, making it great for things that need to work independently, like the electrical devices 

in your home. 
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1. What is a parallel circuit, and how is it different from a series circuit? 

2. How are electrical components connected in a parallel circuit? 

3. In a parallel circuit, do all the components share the same path for electricity, or do they 

each have their own path? 

4. What happens to the brightness of light bulbs in a parallel circuit when you add more of 

them? 

5. If one light bulb in a parallel circuit goes out, what happens to the other light bulbs? 

6. Can you give an example of a real-life device that uses a parallel circuit? 

7. In a parallel circuit, do all the components get the same amount of current or different 

amounts? 

8. Why is it possible to add more devices to a parallel circuit without affecting the others? 

9. If you disconnect one component in a parallel circuit, what happens to the rest of the 

circuit? 

10. How does a parallel circuit compare to your friends each having their own candy 

without sharing? 

11. If you have two light bulbs in a parallel circuit and you double the voltage of the 

battery, what happens to the brightness of the bulbs? 

12. How can a parallel circuit be helpful in situations where devices need their own 

separate power source? 

13. Can you describe the main advantage of using a parallel circuit in certain 

applications? 

14. What's the key benefit of having multiple pathways for electricity in a parallel circuit 

when compared to a series circuit? 
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3. Current 

 
Imagine electricity is like a bunch of tiny, invisible cars traveling down a road. We call these tiny 

cars "electrons," and they're part of atoms, which are like the building blocks of everything around 

us. 

Electrical current is like the flow of these tiny cars, or electrons, along a pathway, just like real cars 

driving on a road. This flow of electrons is what makes electrical devices work, such as turning on 

lights or running your TV. 

Here are some key things to know about electrical current: 

1. What's in a Circuit: A circuit is like a track or a road made for these tiny cars (electrons) to 

move around. In a simple circuit, you have a power source, like a battery, which provides 

the energy to push these electrons, and you have wires connecting everything together. 

2. Direction of Flow: “Conventional current” is considered as positive charges flowing from 

the positive terminal to the negative terminal. In reality, negative electrons flow from the 

negative terminal to the positive terminal. 

3. Complete Path: For the cars (electrons) to move, there needs to be a complete road or 

pathway. If there's a break in the road, just like a gap in a circuit, the cars can't move, and 

nothing works. 

4. Current Strength: The strength of the electrical current is measured in units called 

amperes, usually abbreviated as "A." It tells us how much charge is flowing in the circuit. 

More amperes mean more charge per second flowing past a point. 

5. Switches: Switches in a circuit act like traffic lights. They can stop or allow the flow of 

electrons. When you turn on a light switch, you're letting the electrons flow and lighting up 

the bulb. Turning off a switch breaks the path for current. 

6. Resistance: Some things in a circuit, like light bulbs and devices, resist the flow of electrons 

a bit. We call this resistance. The more resistance something has, the harder it is for the 

electrons to pass through, and that can make things like light bulbs glow. 

So, electrical current is like the flow of tiny cars (electrons) along a pathway (circuit) powered by a 

battery, and it's what makes all your electrical devices work. Just like cars need roads to move, 

electrons need a complete path to create electrical current. 
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1. What is electric current, and what are the tiny "cars" in the analogy for current flow? 

2. How does the flow of electrons in a circuit compare to cars on a road? 

3. In a circuit, which part of the power source do electrons flow from, and which part do they 

flow to? 

4. Why is a complete pathway or circuit needed for electric current to flow? 

5. What is the unit used to measure the strength of electric current, and what does it tell us? 

6. If a circuit has more amperes (A), does it mean there are more or fewer electrons flowing? 

7. What role do switches play in a circuit, and how are they similar to traffic lights? 

8. How does a switch affect the flow of electrons in a circuit when it's turned on or off? 

9. What is resistance in a circuit, and how does it impact the flow of electrons? 

10. Explain how increasing resistance affects the brightness of a light bulb in a circuit. 

11. If there is a gap in the pathway of a circuit, what happens to the flow of electric 

current? 

12. What is the role of a power source, such as a battery, in an electric circuit? 

13. Can you provide an example of an everyday device that relies on the flow of electric 

current to function? 

14. Describe how electric current, resistance, and switches work together to control the 

operation of a simple circuit, like turning on and off a light bulb. 

  



 
Science Booklet: Year 9/ Term 1/ More electrical circuits 

 

4. Potential difference (or Voltage) 

 

Imagine you have a ball, and you're holding it up high. The higher you hold it, the more energy the 

ball has because it can do more when it falls. This height where you're holding the ball is a bit like 

"electric potential." 

Potential difference is like the difference in height between where you're holding the ball and 

where you want it to go. If you want the ball to fall to the ground, it needs to lose its height and 

release its energy. The bigger the height difference, the more energy the ball has, and the faster it 

can fall. 

Here are the key points about potential difference: 

1. Energy Difference: Just like the ball has more energy when it's held up high, electric 

potential difference is about the difference in energy between two points in an electrical 

circuit. 

2. Measuring in Volts: We measure this difference in energy in units called volts (V). The more 

volts you have, the more energy the electricity has to move and do things in a circuit. 

3. Path for Electricity: Electricity always wants to move from a place with more energy (higher 

potential) to a place with less energy (lower potential). It's a bit like the ball wanting to fall 

to the ground. 

4. Causing Electricity to Flow: Potential difference is what makes electricity flow in a circuit. 

When you connect a device (like a light bulb) to a battery, the potential difference between 

the battery's positive and negative ends causes electricity to move through the device and 

make it work. 

5. Different Heights, Different Energy: If you have a tall hill (high potential) and a shorter hill 

(low potential), and you roll a ball from the tall hill to the shorter hill, it will have more 

energy when it reaches the bottom. In the same way, the bigger the potential difference, 

the more energy the electricity has to make things happen in a circuit. 

In a nutshell, potential difference is like the height difference for a ball. It's about how much 

energy electricity has to do work in a circuit, and it's measured in volts. The bigger the potential 

difference, the more power the electricity has to make things like your lights or gadgets work. 
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1. What does potential difference mean in electricity, and how is it similar to the height of a 

ball? 

2. How is potential difference measured, and in what unit is it expressed? 

3. Explain how potential difference causes electricity to flow in a circuit. 

4. What is the direction of electric current in relation to potential difference in a circuit? 

5. If you have a higher potential difference between two points in a circuit, what does that 

mean for the energy of the electricity? 

6. Imagine a battery with a higher potential difference compared to a battery with a lower 

potential difference. Which battery would have more "push" to make electrical devices 

work? 

7. In a simple circuit with a light bulb connected to a battery, what role does potential 

difference play in lighting up the bulb? 

8. Describe a situation in which potential difference is like a tall hill, and how does it affect the 

energy of the electricity? 

9. What happens to the flow of electricity in a circuit if there is no potential difference 

between two points? 

10. How does potential difference relate to the concept of electric current, resistance, 

and power in a circuit? 

11. If you increase the potential difference in a circuit, what impact does it have on the 

speed or brightness of an electrical device, like a fan or a light bulb? 

12. Can you provide an example of potential difference in an everyday situation, like 

using a mobile phone or turning on a TV? 

13. Explain why it's important to have a potential difference in an electrical circuit for 

devices to work. 

14. If you have two points in a circuit with a potential difference of 10 volts and another 

circuit with a potential difference of 20 volts, which circuit has more energy available for 

the electricity to do work? 
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5. Resistance 

 

Electrical resistance is a bit like the friction that slows down a bicycle when you ride it. Imagine 

you're riding your bike on a flat road – it's pretty easy to pedal and move fast. Now, think about 

riding your bike uphill. It's harder, right? That's because you're facing more resistance. 

In an electrical circuit, resistance is what makes it harder for electricity to flow. Here's how it 

works: 

1. Obstacle for Electrons: When electrons (tiny particles that carry electricity) move through a 

wire, they bump into things in the wire. These "things" can be impurities in the wire, atoms, 

or even other electrons. 

2. Slowing Down: Each time an electron bumps into these obstacles, it loses a bit of energy 

and slows down, a bit like you pedaling harder when going uphill. 

3. Measuring Resistance: We measure resistance in a unit called ohms (Ω). The higher the 

number of ohms, the more resistance there is in a wire. It's like saying how steep the hill is 

for your bike. 

4. Effect on Devices: Different devices in a circuit can have different amounts of resistance. 

For example, a light bulb has more resistance compared to a wire. This is why the wire 

doesn't light up, but the bulb does when electricity flows through them. 

5. Heating Up: When electrons face a lot of resistance, they can get all jumbled up and create 

heat. That's why some devices, like toasters or heaters, get hot when you use them – they 

intentionally use resistance to create heat. 

So, electrical resistance is like the "hill" that electrons have to "climb" as they move through a wire. 

The more resistance there is, the harder it is for them to flow, and they might even heat things up. 

It's an essential concept in understanding how electricity works in circuits. 
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1. What is electrical resistance, and how is it similar to the friction you feel when riding a bike 

uphill? 

2. What happens to electrons when they encounter obstacles in a wire, and how does this 

relate to resistance? 

3. How is electrical resistance measured, and what is the unit used for this measurement? 

4. If a wire has high resistance, what does that mean for the flow of electricity through it? 

5. In everyday terms, how can you explain the effect of resistance on electrical current? 

6. How does resistance affect the brightness of a light bulb compared to a wire in an electrical 

circuit? 

7. Can you provide an example of an electrical device that intentionally uses resistance to 

create heat? 

8. If two wires have different resistance values, which one makes it harder for electricity to 

flow through, the one with higher or lower resistance? 

9. What role does resistance play in controlling the flow of electricity in an electrical circuit? 

10. If you have a circuit with a high-resistance component and a low-resistance 

component, which one will get hotter when electricity flows through it, and why? 

11. Explain how resistance affects the speed of an electrical current in a circuit. 

12. Imagine two roads, one steep and hilly and the other flat. How does this analogy 

relate to high and low resistance in an electrical circuit? 

13. How does resistance impact the efficiency of electrical devices, such as a computer 

or a lightbulb? 

14. Why is understanding electrical resistance important when working with and 

designing electrical circuits or devices? 
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6. Conductors and Insulators 

 

Conductors and insulators are like two different types of materials when it comes to letting 

electricity pass through them: 

1. Conductors: 

• Think of conductors as materials that are like "electricity-friendly." They allow 

electric current to flow through them easily, just like a clear path for a car on the 

road. 

• Examples of conductors include metals like copper and aluminium. These materials 

have lots of tiny pathways that let electricity move quickly. So, they are used in wires 

to carry electricity from one place to another. 

2. Insulators: 

• Insulators, on the other hand, are like "electricity-stoppers." They don't let electric 

current flow through them easily. It's as if they put up a roadblock. 

• Common insulators include materials like plastic, rubber, and wood. These materials 

don't have many paths for electricity to move, so they keep it from escaping or 

going where it's not supposed to go. 

Here are a few key points about conductors and insulators: 

• Safety: Insulators are crucial for safety. For example, the plastic coating around electrical 

wires keeps the electricity inside the wires and prevents it from shocking you when you 

touch them. 

• Choosing Materials: Engineers and scientists choose materials based on whether they need 

something to conduct electricity (like wires) or prevent it from flowing (like the insulation 

around wires). 

• Everyday Examples: Think about a metal spoon (conductor) and a plastic spoon (insulator). 

The metal spoon gets hot quickly when you stir a hot drink because it conducts heat. The 

plastic spoon doesn't get hot because it doesn't conduct heat well. 

So, conductors let electricity flow easily, while insulators block or slow it down. These materials are 

used in many everyday objects and are important for the safe and efficient use of electricity. 
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Conductors: 

1. What are conductors in the context of electricity, and how do they behave when it comes 

to electric current? 

2. Can you give an example of a common conductor, and explain why it's a good choice for 

carrying electricity? 

3. Why are metals like copper and aluminium commonly used as conductors in electrical 

wires? 

4. How do conductors contribute to the efficient flow of electricity in circuits? 

5. Imagine a scenario where you need to choose a material to make an electrical wire. Would 

you pick a conductor or an insulator, and why? 

Insulators: 

6. What are insulators in the context of electricity, and what do they do to electric current? 

7. Provide examples of everyday objects or materials that act as insulators and explain why 

they are chosen for those purposes. 

8. Why is it important to use insulators around electrical wires, and how do they enhance 

safety? 

9. If you touch a live wire covered in a good insulator, would you get an electric shock? Explain 

your answer. 

Distinguishing Between Conductors and Insulators: 

10. How can you tell whether a material is a conductor or an insulator without 

connecting it to a circuit? 

What would happen if you tried to make an electrical wire out of an insulator instead of a 

conductor? 

Think of a scenario where you want to make a toy that lights up when you press a button. 

What kind of material would you use to make sure the electricity flows from the button to 

the light, and why? 

Everyday Applications: 

13. In your home, can you identify examples of conductors and insulators in everyday 

objects or appliances? 

14. Why is understanding the difference between conductors and insulators important 

in everyday life, especially when dealing with electricity and electronic devices? 
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